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ANNUAL REPORTS 
OF THE 
TOWN OFFICERS 
OF THE 
TOWN OF 
SKOWHEGAN, 
FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 20, 1898. 
SKOWHEGAN; 
J. O. S M I T H CV Co. , P R I N T E R S , 
1898. 
Town Officers. 
T O W N C L E R K : — G E O . S. W E B B . 
S E L E C T M E N , ASSESSORS AND O V E R S E E R S O F T H E P O O R : 
LEVI C. E M E R Y , R. F . P A R K E R , G E O R G E L. NAY. 
C O L L E C T O R : — H . K. W H I T E . 
T R E A S U R E R : — G E O R G E E. SAMPSON. 
S C H O O L C O M M I T T E E : 
D R . H. C. TAGGART, Chairman, LIZZIE M. PAGE, 
JOHN MITCHELL, H E R B E R T W E N T W O R T H , 
R E V . A. N. DARY. 
T O W N P H Y S I C I A N : — H O W A R D C. TAGGART, M. D. 
B O A R D O F H E A L T H : 
J. P . OAK, F . A. NOLIN, W.^H. W I L D E S . 
H E A L T H O F F I C E R : — J . N. M E R R I L L , M. D. 
C O N S T A B L E S : 
H. H. TUFTS, H. P. THING, AUGUSTUS GILBLAIR, 
H. K. W H I T E , C H A R L E S H. R O C H E S T E R , FRANK H. WING. 
A U D I T O R : — E . N. M E R R I L L . 
A G E N T : — E D . N. M E R R I L L . 
To the Inhabitants of the tozmi of Skov.'hci>-an: 
We herewith submit for your consideration 
the seventy-fourth annual report of the financial condition 
of your town. 
In regard to our Highways—The season has been 
very unfavorable, the continual heavy rains throughout 
the first part of the season delaying the work of the road 
machines to a great extent and making our roads expen-
sive and in some instances unsatisfactory. 
In regard to Bridges and Culverts—We found upon 
examination the Wesserrunset bridge, near S. Frank 
Steward's, was in an unsafe condition. This bridge was 
thoroughly repaired. It was also found necessary to re-
place the bridge near the woolen mill with a new one. A 
large number of Culverts were rebuilt, some of them being 
quite expensive. 
East Front street was macadamized as per vote of 
town. 
Sewers have been built the past year on Madison 
street, North street overflow, South street and Willow 
street at an expense as per itemized report. 
In the Poor Department we have had some expensive 
cases, caused by sickness and death, and while our poor 
bill seems large we feel that in most cases those assisted 
have done the best they could. 
The inmates at the Farm are mostly old people, some 
being very feeble. We feel that Mr. and Mrs. Wardwell, 
our overseers, have looked after the comforts of the in-
mates kindly and patiently and we are very grateful to 
them. 

Selectmen's Report. 
ASSESSMENTS FOR 1897. 
Making and R e p a i r i n g H i g h w a y s , St>,500 00 
Building and R e p a i r i n g Br idges and Culverts , 1,000 00 
Breaking Snow Roads , 2,000 00 
Support of Poor and T o w n Expenses , 0,000 00 
" Schools, . . . . (.,789 25 
" F r e e H i g h School, 2,000 00 
" ' T e x t Books, 500 00 
Set t lement wi th He i r s of John F . Ray , 2,000 00 
Repairs of School Houses , 1,000 00 
Repairs of Cemeter ies , 50 00 
Memorial Day, . . . . . 125 00 
Macadamizing E a s t F r o n t S t ree t , 1,000 00 
Extend ing Madison S t ree t Sewer, 350 00 
North St ree t Overflow, 700 00 
South St ree t Sewer, . . . . 300 00 
Payment on Sewer Loan , 2,000 00 
Lincoln School House Loan , 2,000 00 
Electric Rai l Road Loan , 1,000 00 
Widening Road E n d Br idge Loan, 1,000 00 
Interest , 1,500 00 
State T a x , . . . . . 10,1)07 86 
County T a x , . . . . 3,483 5S 
Overlayings, . 2,015 84 
S53.411 53 
li 
VALUATION. 
Real Estate, . 82,221,425 Ou 
Personal Estate, . . 958,708 no 
S.>,18(>,1<>^  no 
Rate $15.70 per Sl.ooo.oo, $4n.'»2't i>3 
13'»3 Polls at $2.50 each, 3,482 50 
S U P P L E M E N T A L TAX. 
Real Estate, . . $6,000 00 
Personal Estate, . . 43,935 00 
Rate $15.70 per $1,000.00, . $783 <)S 
31 Polls at $2.50 each, . . 77 5o 
$53,411 53 
$4'»,<>35 nO 
$8(.l 48 
RECEIPTS FOR T H E YE^ ^ RS IS' >7 & 1808 
Cash on hand February 2oth, 18'>7, S7,317 96 
Interest on M. C. R. R. bonds, 14 0 0 
Sales from town farm, 254 23 
Licenses, . ->i 00 
Cash, Lewiston, . . . . 9 25 
" North Anson, 12 00 
" Fairfield,. S4 (>2 
Cemeteries, . . . . -) 50 
Cemetery Deposits, 150 00 
Cash on account of highways, 183 i)3 
" rent of Park, If) 00 
Estate of John F. Ray, E. T. 
Goodrich, Admr., Sh 45 
Cora McDermid, A. H. Lang-, 
Guardian, . 109 S3 
Jabez McDermid, A. H. Lang-, 
Guardian, . . . . l l 0 0 
Steam Apparatus, 12 01 
Poor (.refunded) . 55 o5 
State R. R. and Telegraph tax, . S41 00 
" School fund and mill tax, 3,84d 2 0 
" Free High School, 250 0 0 
" Armory rent (refunded) 101.) 0 0 
" Pension (refunded) 30() 00 
" Dog tax 1896, (refunded), . lf.2 18 
Damage to sheep by dogs, 11 50 
Town Clerk dog licenses 1897, 2(>'i 00 
Abutters to Sewers, 335 0 0 
Non-resident tax 1894, lo 0 0 
" 1895, 201 61 
" 1896, • 3 r o 19 
" . " 18'»7, 10 00 
Cash for breaking private walks, 8 20 
" Liquor Agency, 470 50 
" Bridges, . 1 50 
" Tuition, town of Madison, t - i 0 0 
H. K. White, Collector, 53,540 17 
Soo.l 
EXPENDITURES FOR YEARS 1897 AND 1898. 
Electric Lights 
Printing, 
Office Expense, . . . . 
Janitor, 
Cemeteries, (S2.50 refunded,) 
Memorial Day, . . . . 
State Pension, 
Support of Insane, (SIo3.<>2 refunded) 
Reform School, 
Industrial School, 
Rent of Armory, 
Support of poor off farm, . . 1 
Tramps, . . . . 
Highways, . . . . . d 
Bridges and Culverts, • . 1 
Snow Roads, . . . . 2 
Watering Tubs, . . . . 
Town Farm, . . . . 1 
Physicians' certificates of births and 
deaths, . . . . . 
Town Clerk recording births and 
deaths, . . . . . 
E. N. Merrill money paid in 
pauper matters, . . S55 59 
E. N. Merrill services in suits 
relative to roads on South 
Side, . . . 70 00 
E. N. Merrill legal services 
in pauper claims and look-
ing up pauper settlements, 168 06 
Schools, 
Town Officers' bills, 
Lincoln School orders, 
Interest, 
State Tax, 
County Tax, 
Abatements 1894, 
Amount carried forward, 
S79 
76 
52 
6 
54 
125 
306 
717 
Sd 
65 
200 
,912 
21 
,712 
,110 
,265 
14 
,143 
47 
41 
20 
00 
91 
25 
65 
00 
00 
87 
00 
00 
oo 
60 
25 
70 
86 
75 
oo 
83 
75 
85 
293 65 
13,187 50 
2,949 27 
2,000 00 
1,430 00 
10,097 86 
3,483 58 
i 50 
848,483 
SI 
EXPENDITURES,—CONTIM-ED. 
Amount b r o u g h t forward, $48,483 83 
Abatements 18')f>, . . . 10 77 
IS'17, . . . 61') 01 
East F ron t S t ree t macadamiz ing , 1,08S 00 
Damage to Sheep , . . 50 00 
Rent of T a r g e t Grounds 18')(> & 1S')7, 20 00 
Skowhegan Sav ings Bank S. & N. 
R. R. Bond. . 1,000 00 
Sewer loan paid, . . . 1,'HH) 00 
Widnening road south end of South 
Bridge 1,000 00 
Snow, Abel , orders , . . . 600 00 
Ray, John , est . , E. T . Goodrich, 
Admr. , . . . . 2,000 00 
Hea t ing 35 0<) 
Election expenses, . . . 11 50 
Dog Constable, . . . . 2o 00 
Whi t ten Brook Sewer, . . 5 45 
Maine Regis te r , . . . . 1 50 
Wakefield, J . W., L iquor A g e n t , 1,658 20 
Sewers, . . . . . 2,03') 63 
Paid for Sewer pipe and catch basin 
covers not used, . . . 106 .85 
Danforth & Gould, l ega l services, 27 50 
Truan t Officer, . . 10 oo 
Town Clerk, books, . . . 2 43 
" Treasu re r , suppl ies , . • 5 on 
" Order dated F e b . 20th, 1891, 
on demand, . . . . 500 oo 
State Treasure r , dog license, . 209 00 
861,404 17 
Cash on hand , F e b r u a r y 20, 1898, S7.727 08 
S6'),131 25 
10 
TOWN OFFICERS' BILLS. 
Levi C. Emery, ) Selectmen, Assessors I S5O0 00 
R. F . Parker, - and 350 (in 
George L. Nay, I Overseers of Poor, I 250 (in 
H. K. White, Collector, 
Georg-e E. Sampson, Treasurer, 
Dr. H. C. Taggett , Town Physician, 
J. P. Oak, I 
F. A. Nolin, -Board of Health, 
W. H. Wildes, ) 
R. H. Townsend, Insp'ct. of Buildings 
Dr. J. N. Merrill, Health Officer, 
Ed. N. Merrill, Agent, 
" " " Auditor, . 
A. A. Badger, Supt. of Schools, 
A. S. Cole, " " 
I. L. Salley, V. S. Insp'ct. of Milk 
542 / .1 
60 on 
So oo 
Ki 00 
10 oo 
10 mi 
, 59 0(i 
50 00 
10 00 
10 oo 
916 66 
88 SS 
32 00 
<)49 
SUPPORT OF 'POOR ON TOWN FARM, 
Stock and Supplies, Feb'y 20th, 1897, 
Overseer's Salary, 
Supplies and expenses for year, 
S842 70 
300 00 
843 83 
S I , 98.6 
Sales, S254 23 
Stock and Supplies, Feb'y 20. 189S, 899 25 
734 weeks board at about SI. 13 • j per week, 833 05 
•SI,986 
11 
Austin, W. C. 
POOR OFF FARM. 
( refunded, ) 
Blanehet te , P e t e r Mrs 
Brown, J o h n 
Collins, Lot t ie Mrs (due from F a r m i n g t o n , ) 
Clukey, J o h n Mrs 
Colby, F r a n k 
(refunded,) 
Cole, M a n - E . . . (due from E x e t e r , ) 
Childs, Olive (due from Uni ty , ) 
Dean, Thomas . . 
Dore, Joseph 
Dulac, H i ram. 
George . 
Devoll, Seth 
Dusault, J a m e s . . . 
Fort}-, J o s e p h . . . 
Fluett , Joseph Mrs 
Fish, Danville ( refunded by Anson.) 
Groder, Charles Mrs 
Groder, J o h n 
Gardner, Alber t . . 
Gower, E v e r e t t . . 
Gould, Joshua Mrs. 
Jewell, Delia. . 
Lewis, J o s e p h . . 
Lashon, Lewia 
Lessor, Eddie . 
" P e t e r . . . 
Murray, Phil l ip. 
. . . . ( refunded, ) 
McMann, John . . 
Nugent, J o h n . 
Pomroy, Har t l ey . 
Packard, Sophronia 
Rogers, Mary Miss 
Roderick, W m . H. 
Ryan, J ames P . . 
Stearns, T ruman . 
" Marv 
( refunded, 1 
l refunded, j 
851.90 
20.00 
131.74 
23.00 
8.00 
164.85 
6.25 
3.00 
22.50 
4.75 
40.00 
113.25 
9.75 
8.92 
3.90 
34.69 
12.S7 
57.65 
8.00 
93.25 
28.76 
4.00 
71.08 
2.75 
51.34 
18.00 
25.00 
33.11 
1.00 
102.85 
2.00 
37.25 
40.78 
5.05 
26.82 
18.95 
3.00 
7.00 
26.44 
4.00 
14.12 
97.75 
12 
St. Cyre, Annie ( re funded by Lewis ton , j 3.75 
Smith, H e r b e r t 126.50 
( re funded , ) 8.00 
Steward, H e r b e r t 10.00 
" Thomas 235.40 
($35.00, bur ia l expenses , t o be refunded by S ta te , ) 
Taylor , Wil l iam 6.88 
" Robe r t 6.25 
Vigue, Augustus Mrs 8.00 
" Lucy 36.00 
" Thomas 32.50 
$1,912.60 
Less a m o u n t refunded, $67.70 
Net cost of poor , $1,844.90 
SITPPORT OF INSANE AT M A I N E INSANE HOSPITAL. 
Barker , Carrol I., $138.73 
Foster , J o h n C 120.67 
Leavi t t , Charles 145.31 
McDermid, Jabez 111.61 
McDermid, Cora. . ( r e funded) , 103.62 
Nut t ing , Sewell 41.23 
Tobin, J o h n 56.70 
8717.87 
Whole amoun t paid out for t h e suppor t of Insane , $717.87 
Refunded, 103.62 
Balance by town , -. $614.25 
STATE R E F O R M SCHOOL. 
Burril l , A r thu r C $52.00 
Pomroy , Alber t 34.00 
$86.00 
SCHOOLS. 
13 
Raised by town , $6,789.25 
" " " f o r h igh school , 2,000.00 
" " " " t e x t books, 500.00 
State school fund and mil l t a x , 3,846.20 
General repai rs , school buildings, 1,000.00 
State Free H igh School, 250.00 
Cash received for tu i t ion , e tc . , 3.00 
*14,388.45 
Overdrawn 1896,... $1,197.95 
Town orders to S. S. Commit tee , 13,187.50 
Balance u n e x p e n d e d , 3.00 
• $14,388.45 
H I G H W A Y S . 
Paid out on h ighways , $6,712.70 
Raised by town, $6,500.00 
Cash received from conc re t e walks , 88.80 
" ' " sale old road mach ine , 20.00 
S. & N. R. R. & Power Co., 30.00 
" Town of Madison, 6.76 
" " C. A. Ross & R. Haines , 36.56 
" Wil low S t r ee t Sewer, 1.51 
Overdrawn, 29.07 
$6,712.70 
BRIDGES AND CULVERTS. 
Paid out on br idges and cu lve r t s $1,110.86 
Raised by town , $1,000.00 
Cash received L. W. Wes ton & Co., 1-50 
Overdrawn, 109.36 
$1,110.86 
u 
SNOW ROADS. 
Paid out on snow roads 1896 & 1897, si,466.19 
" " " •' " 1897 & 1898, 799 56 
s2,205.75 
Raised by town, §2,000.00 
Cash received for b r eak ing p r i v a t e wa lks , 8.20 
Overdrawn, 257.55 
s2,265.75 
C E M E T E R I E S . 
Paid out on cemete r ies , S54.65 
Raised by town, 850.00 
Cash refunded, 2.50 
Overdrawn, 2.15 
sr,4.65 
MACADAMIZING EAST FRONT S T R E E T . 
Raised by town , si,000.00 
Overdrawn, 88.00 
Expended , si,088.00 
MEMORIAL DAY. 
Raised by town, si25.00 
Expended , 8125.00 
LIQI 'OR AGENCY. 
Received from Sales, 8698.97 
Stock on hand , 1,369.87 
82.068.81 
Paid Sta te Liquor Agent , si ;658.20 
" Agen t ' s Salary, 148.00 
" F re igh t , H e a t i n g , I n s u r a n c e , e tc . , 54.76 
" Ren t t o March 1st, 1898, 25.62 
81,886.58 
Due Sta te Agent , 128.37 
s2,011.95 
Net Gain, 853.89 
SOUTH S T R E E T S E W E R . 
15 
To 814 ft. P i p e , . . 8155.78 
" 3,850 Brick a t «7, 
. . . 26.95 
" 2 Manhole covers at 88.75, 17.50 
" 3 Catch basin covers a t s4. 12.00 
" 10 bbls. Cement a t s l .45, 14.50 
" J u t e and H a r d w a r e , . . 8.00 
" Lumber , 5.00 
" Engineer ing , . . 22.00 
" Trucking , 7.50 
" Labor, . . . . . . 151.75 
S420.9S 
Raised by town, 8300.00 
Overdrawn, 120.98 
ABUTTERS:—Assessed , $196.00 
Assessments paid, 833.00 
' unpaid , ~ . . 163.00 
$196.00 
WILLOW S T R E E T SEWER. 
To 393 ft. Pipe, $52.67 
" 1,650 Brick a t *7, 11.55 
" 1 Manhole cover a t 8S.75, 8.75 
" 1 Catch basin cover a t $4 , . . 4.00 
" 5 bbls. Cement , 7.25 
" Ju t e and H a r d w a r e , 6.00 
" Lumber , 5.00 
" Engineer ing , 14.37 
' ' Labor, 94.00 
From Treasury , ... . 8203.59 
Expended, $203.59 
$90.00 
Assessments paid, . . . $50.00 
unpaid , . . . 40.00 
890.00 
16 
MADISON S T R E E T S E W E R . 
To 778 ft. P ipe , . 8291.48 
" 3,300 Brick a t -87, 23.10 
" 2 Manhole covers a t 88.75, 17.50 
" 2 Catch Basin covers a t 84, . . . 8.00 
" 7 bbls. Cemen t a t 81.45, 10.15 
" J u t e and H a r d w a r e , . . . 6.00 
" Lumber , 20.00 
" Engineer ing , 22.00 
" Truck ing , 22.32 
" Labor, 226.62 
S647.17 
Amount raised by town , $350.00 
Overdrawn, 297.17 
8647.17 
ABBUTTERS:—Assessed , 8263.00 
Assessments paid, slOl.OO 
unpa id , 162.00 
8263.00 
NORTH S T R E E T OVERFLOW. 
To 1,002 ft. P ipe , 8293.52 
" 6,600 Brick a t $7, 46.20 
" 3 Manhole covers a t -88.75, 26.25 
" 5 Catch basin cove r s a t -84, 20.00 
" 14 5-22 bbls. Cemen t a t $1.45, 20.63 
" J u t e and H a r d w a r e , 11.21 
" Engineer ing , 50.00 
" Lumber , 10.00 
" Truck ing , 9.18 
" W m . G. Hese l ton , cove r ing P ipe , 17.15 
' ' Labor, 263.75 
8767.89 
Raised by town, 8700.00 
Overdrawn, 67.89 
8767.89 
A B U T T E R S : — A s s e s s e d , 860.00 
Assessments unpa id , -860.00 
17 
LIABILITIES. 
Lincoln School bu i ld ing loan, 86,000.00 
Town order da ted Ju ly 21st, 1888, 1,400.00 
" Feb . 11th, 1890, 1,400.00 
• • • 10,500.00 
7,000.00 
348.38 
128.37 
650.00 
Skowhegan Nor r idgewock R. R. loan, 
Trust Fund , 
J. W. Wakefield, S ta te Liquor Agt. , . 
Cemetery depos i t s , 
Widening road south end South Bridge, 2,000.00 
— s29,426.75 
Maine Insane Hospi ta l , e s t imate , 
State Reform School, 
In t e re s t , 
125.00 
14.00 
600.00 
S739.00 
830,165.75 
RESOURCES. 
2 M. C. R. R. Bonds, 212.00 
Uncollected non- re s iden t t ax , 1893, 24.33 
" 1894, 72.39 
" 1895, 67.76 
•• 1896, 468.98 
" 1897, 726 85 
Due from Farming ton , 8.00 
" Unity, 4 - 7 5 
" E x e t e r , 2 2 - 5 0 
Stock on hand, Agency, 1,369.87 
Cash on hand Feb . 20, 1898, 7,727.08 
10,704.51 
Net indebtedness of Town Feb . 20, lsys, . • • . *19,461.24 
Net indebtedness of t own reduced since Feb. 20, 1897, 88,798.27 
18 
P R O P E R T Y OF TOWN. 
Town Fa rm, «2,700.00 
500.00 
300.00 
300.00 
150.00 
150.00 
4,500.00 
863.25 
School house lot on Nor th S t r ee t , . 
Aust in F a r m , 
Lot on Pine St ree t , 
Cemetery lot on P a r k m a n Hill , . 
Stone Quarry on Notch road, 
Coburn Pa rk , 
Personal p r o p e r t y , 
Stock S. & N. R. R. and Power Co., 100 shares , 
"9,463.25 
ESTIMATES. 
In te res t on Debt, .-4,200.00 
Highways , 6,500.00 
Bridges and C u l v e r t s , . . . . 1,000.00 
Snow Roads, . . . . 4,000.00 
Suppor t of Poor and Town expenses , . . 6,500.00 
Respectful ly Submi t ted , 
LEVI C. E M E R Y , | Selectmen 
R. F . P A R K E R , [ of 
G E O R G E L. NAY, I Skowhegan. 
Auditor's Report. 
I have examined the accounts 
of the Selectmen and find them 
correct, with all payments pro-
p e r l v v o u c h e d . 
E. N. MERRILL. 
20 
Treasurer's Report. 
RECEIPTS. 
Cash on hand Jan. 20, '97, $7,317 % 
State, School fund and mill tax, 3,846 2d 
Free High School, 250 on 
Railroad and Telegraph tax, 841 69 
State pensions refunded, 306 00 
Rent of Armory,-., 100 00 
Dog Licenses of 1897, returned, 162 18 
Damage to sheep, 11 50 
Interest on 2 M. C. R. R. bonds, 14 oo 
Madison, tuition, 3 00 
Sale of steam Pipe, 12 01 
Licenses, 22 oo 
Dog Licenses from Town Clerk, 209 00 
Sale of grass from Park, 16 oo 
Money refunded by John Ray's admr., 86 45 
" " A. H. Lang, guard-
ian of C. McDermid, 169 83 
" " A. H. Lang, guard-
ian of Jabez McDermid, 6 00 
Labor and Sales from Highway, .. 183 63 
Sales from Town Farm,.- _ 254 23 
From Skowhegan poor refunded, 55 95 
From other Towns,.. 105 87 
Lumber returned on account of Bridges, 1 50 
Cemetery deposits, - 150 oo 
Refunded on account of Cemetery, 2 50 
Sewer Assessments Collected, 335 00 
From Town Agency, 470 59 
Snow Roads, ' 8 20 
Non-Res. Tax, 1894, 16 00 
" " " 1895, 26161 
" " " 1896, 355 19 
" " " 1897, 10 99 
H. K. White, 1897 tax, 53,546 17 
$69,131 25 
21 
EXPENDITURES. 
491 orders, - - - $47,307 73 
State Pensions, .._ 30o on 
Dog-Licenses, to State Treasurer, 20') oo 
County Tax, 3,4X3 5S 
State Tax,.... , 10,097 8C 
$61,404 17 
Cash in Bank Feb'v 20, lX'is, $7,727 as 
$69,131 -5 
Auditor's Report. 
I have examined the accounts of the Treasurer, and 
find them correct. 
E. N. MERRILL, Auditor. 
Feb'y 24, lS'is. 
Report of Health Officer. 
To the Citizens and Municipal Officers of the town of Skow-
hegan. 
The health officer is again able to report the close of another 
year without a single death from typhoid fever, diphtheria, scarla-
tina, measles or any other epidemic disease. 
In fact, no epidemics have prevailed to any extent during the 
past year, in our midst, but a general state of health. 
There were but two cases of typhoid fever reported, the 
origin of which your health officer failed to discover. 
Seven eases of scarlatina came to the knowledge of the 
health officer which, on investigation, were found to have resulted 
from exposure at a Thanksgiving dinner with relatives in Nor-
ridgewock, where a child was present in a infectious state. 
Three different houses were infected, each of which was after-
wards thoroughly disinfected with all the furniture, bedding and 
wearing apparel with Formaldehyde gas, under the immediate 
supervision of the health officer. 
As these cases all occurred at about the same time and during 
school vacation—by thorough disinfection we were fortunate in 
preventing the further spread of the disease and entirely exclud-
ing it from our schools. 
No cases of diphtheria were reported. 
The sanitation of our school buildings, the heating and 
ventilation of the same, have been at such a state of perfection 
during the past year that your health officer is more than pleased 
to be able to report NO COMPLAINTS from that source, and, in the 
health and comfort of the children, can already see the fruits of 
the money wisely expended in their behalf. 
There seems to be a growing interest in sanitation, a demand 
for better drainage and sewerage facilities, especially in some of 
our side and back streets. 
The 2,823 feet of sewer pipe laid during the past season, on 
different streets, and connected with the main sewers, with the 
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17 new catch basins some of which were connected with sewers 
previously lain, have efficiently drained, and very markedly im-
proved the sanitary condition of the localities where the work 
was done. One gratifying feature is, that wherever the sewer-
age facilities are extended, the abutters are prompt to improve 
their advantages. 
Perhaps the most marked improvement in any one locality, 
has been in the drainage and filling of several lots on the upper 
part of Court and Winter streets, at least this locality has given 
the health officer more trouble than any other, and after long and 
continued hammering he is glad to see the improvements made. 
The maxim of Sir. James Paget in an address before the In-
ternational Health Exhibition, London, was: "The greater part 
of the national wealth is the INCOME from the work which is the 
OUTCOME of the national health." 
In conclusion, permit me to suggest, that, whatever we judi-
ciously expend to improve the sanitation of our town and thereby 
improve the public health, will be but the laying up of wealth 
and happiness for ourselves and our children who come after us. 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. N. MERRILL, M. D., 
Health Officer. 
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Coburn Charity Bequest, 
Treasurer's Report, Feb. 22, iSg8. 
R E C E I P T S . 
1897. 
Feb. 22, Cash on hand. $49 90 
Apr. 1, Div. on jjSio.ooo Me. C. K. K. Bonds, 7s. 350 00 
May 1, " '" 25 shares Skowhegan Hall Asso. stock, 75 00 
July 1. " '• 16 •• Shoe and Leather Bank, 
Auburn, 32 00 
July 1, " '• 39 " First National Bank, Port-
land 117 00 
Oct. 1, '• '• $10,000 Me. C. R. R. Bonds, 7s, 350 00 
Jan'y 1, " " 16 '" Shoe and Leather Bank, 
1898. 
Nov. 
Jan'y 
" 25 shares Skowhegan Hall Asso. stock, 75 00 
Auburn, 32 00 
" 4 0 " First National Bank, Port-
land, .... 120 00 
$1,200 90 
1897. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
July 
Oct. 
Oct. 
1: 
Jan'y 
Feb. 
PAYMENTS. 
Woman's Aid Society, $250 00 
One share stock First National Bank, Portland, 100 00 
Woman's Aid Society, 250 00 
"
 ,L
 " 250 00 
One share stock First National Bank, Portland, too 00 
1, Woman's Aid Society, 250 00 
22, Cash on hand Feb. 22, 1898, 90 
$1,200 $0 
F U M ) AS I N V E S T E D FEBRUARY 22., 1898. 
Carried Par Rate 
Description of Security. Cost. at rain,: Per 
Cent. 
Me. Central R. R. Bonds, 1912, $13,200 Si 1.goo $10,000 7 
[6 shares Shoe & Leather Bank Auburn, 1,840 1,600 1,600 4 
25 " S t jwhegan Hall Asso. stock, . . 2,500 2,500 2,500 6 
40 " First National Bank, Portland, 4,003 4,000 4,000 6 
$21,543 #20,000 J18.100 
R. li. S I I E P I I E k l ) . Tre.isitr.-r. 
2li 
Woman's Aid Society. 
SECRETARY'S R E P O R T F O R T H E YEAR E N D I N G 
F E B R U A R Y 21, 1898. 
Number of meetings of the Executive Board 26 
" '• money orders voted by the Executive Board and signed by the 
President and Secretary._ 289 
" ''' families aided during the year 9 1 
" " " " with money / 14 
wood, (8 cords) 6 
boots and rubbers, (91 prs.) 38 
dry goods 31 
groceries 12 
Paid rent for one family and part board for four people during the year. 
A free bed in the Maine General Hospital , Portland, has been obtained for 
four people. 
The following articles of second-hand clothing and bedding contributed 
by residents of the town have been distributed. 
5 suits of clothes, 3 coats, 8 pants, 1 overcoat, 16 dresses, 7 wrappers, 30 
skirts, 13 night dresses, 39 pairs shoes and rubbers, 13 hats and caps, 8 pairs 
mittens, 14 undervests, 38 pairs drawers, 28 shirts, 51 pairs stockings, 28 
shirt waists and blouses, 10 aprons, 19 cloaks, jackets and capes, 2 sheets, 5 
pillow cases, 1 blanket 
MARY E. PAGE, Secretary. 
Woman's Aid Society. 
TENTH AXX'l'AK R E P O R T OK TREASURER OF "WOMAN'S AIL) 
SOCIETY." 
iSyS. 
Feb. 23rd, By cash balance Feb. 1897, S 232 42 
" " Interest of G'lmrn Kund, 1,000 00 
Si,232 42 
To paid 289 nnlcis \ote<l by Executi\e ISoard of Society, 
and signed by the President and Secretary, the 
items of which are shown in report of Secretary of 
Society, 1,026 ^ 
Cash balance to new account, 205 87 
51 ,232 .42 
MARY \V. YAKXEY. Treasurer. 
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Coburn Library Fund. 
R E C E I P T S . 
Cash on hand, Feb'y 19, 1897, $1,356 74 
Received for rent of Library Parlors, 107 50 
" " sale cards, - 45 00 
" Interest on Mexican Central R. R. Bonds, . . . 120 00 
" " St. Paul and Taylor Falls R . R . 
Bonds, 521 50 
" " " Little Rock & Fort Smith R. R. 
Bonds, 140 00 
" " " City of Duluth Bonds, 45 00 
" Dividend on First National Bank Stock, 
Portland, 120 00 
" Somerset Loan and Building Association, 226 35 
$2,682 09 
E X P E N D I T U R E S . 
Paid Librarian, $ 260 00 
" Electric Lights, 132 73 
" Repairs, 73 36 
" Mowing Lawn, 5 00 
" Skowhegan Water Co., 25 00 
" Janitor, 63 00 
" Books, Magazines and Binding, 383 56 
" Wood, 10 00 
" Coal, 170 30 
Invested, 1,206 35 
Cash on hand, 352 79 
E. F. D A N F O R T H , Treasurer, 
Town Warrant. 
To Henry K. White, Constable of the town of Skozvhegan, 
in the County of Somerset: GREETING: 
In the name of the State of Maine you are hereby re-
quired to notify and warn the inhabitants of the town of 
Skowhegan, qualified to vote in town affairs, to meet at 
Coburn Hall in said town, on the seventh day of March 
A. D. 1898, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to act on the 
following articles, to wit: 
1st, To choose a Moderator to preside at said meet-
ing. 
2nd, To choose a Town Clerk, Selectmen, Assessors 
and Overseers of the Poor, and all other officers required 
by law to be chosen at the annual March meeting. 
3rd, To see if the town will vote to raise a sum of 
money for making and repairing highways in said town 
and pass all votes necessary respecting the same. 
4th, To see if the town will vote to raise a sum of 
money for making and repairing bridges and culverts in 
said town and pass all votes necessary respecting the 
same. 
5th, To see if the town will vote to raise a sum of 
money for the breaking of snow roads the present winter. 
6th, To see if the town will vote to raise a sum of 
money for the support of the poor and defraying the town 
expenses for the ensuing year. 
7th, To see if the town will vote to raise a sum of 
money for the purpose of heating the house at the farm, 
either by steam, hot water or hot air. 
Sth, To see if the town will vote to raise a sum of 
money for the support of schools in said town the ensuing 
year. 
9th, To see if the town will vote to raise a sum of 
money to purchase text books for the schools the ensuing 
year. 
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10th, To see if the town will vote to raise a sum of 
motiev for a free high school the ensuing- year. 
11th, To see if the town will vote to raise a sum of 
money for the repairs of school houses in said town. 
12th, To see if the town will vote to have vocal 
music taught in our public schools. 
13th, To see if the town will vote to choose a 
Superintending- School Committee of three under the 
general law, in place of the School Committee of rive, as 
now provided for under the special law of 1891. 
14th, To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
School Committee to unite with the School Committee of 
the town of Madison in the employment of a Superintend-
ent of Schools and pass all votes necessary to carry out 
the same. 
15th, To see if the town will vote a sum of money 
to be expended in teaching- drawing- in the schools the 
ensuing- year. 
16th, To see if the town will vote to accept the deed 
from M. J. Allen to the town of Skowhegan, dated 
Aug-ust 13th, 1X96, conveying- easement to strip of land at 
South end of South bridge for widening street. 
17th, To see if the town will vote to raise a sum of 
money for the necessary repairs of cemeteries in town. 
18th, To see if the town will vote a sum of money 
to defray the expense of Memorial dav under such direc-
tions as may be deemed proper. 
19th, To see if the town will vote to raise the sum 
of one hundred dollars to be expended for fence wire to be 
used for fencing in different localities. 
20th, To see if the town will vote to allow Benjamin 
B. Dinsmore of Skowhegan some compensation for in-
juries suffered by him December A. D. 1896, on the high-
way near the North bridge on the Kennebec river, and 
to raise a sum of money for the same. 
21st, To see if the town will vote to raise the sum 
of five hundred and thirty-four dollars and thirty cents 
(SS34.30) -amount awarded E. W. Wilson for damages by 
referees, on account of widening Main Street, South side. 
22nd, To see if the town will vote to raise the sum 
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of two hundred and one dollars and six cents ($201.06) 
amount awarded Wvman and Lumsden for damages by 
referees, on account of widening Main Street, South side. 
23rd, To see if the town will vote to light the bridges 
across the river in the village. 
24th, To see if the town will vote to extend Water 
Street sewer from its present terminus near A. G. Blunt's 
residence to a point near O. R. Bacheller's residence, and 
raise a sum of money therefor, and pass all votes neces-
sary respecting the same. 
25th, To see if the town will vote to macadamize 
Russell Street from Madison Street to the railroad, and 
raise a sum of money therefor, and pass all votes neces-
sary respecting the same. 
26th, To see if the town will vote to raise the sum 
of five hundred dollars for improving Coburn Park, and 
pass all votes necessary respecting the same. 
27th, To see if the town will vote the sum of 
twenty-five dollars to pay for lighting the Armory the 
ensuing vear. 
28th, To see if the town will accept an extension of 
Willow Street from the end of the present location to Mc-
Clellan Street as laid out by the selectmen on petition 
of Helen A. Sanborn and others, with bounds and ad-
measurements in accordance with their written return 
thereof now on file with the town clerk. 
2')th, To see if the town will accept a new street to 
be called Keene Street, extending from East Front Street 
to Factory Street, as laid out by the selectmen oil peti-
tion of L. W. Weston and others, with bounds and ad-
measurements in accordance with their written return 
thereof now on file with the town clerk. 
30th, To see if the town will accept a new street to 
be called Oak Street, extending from Mt. Pleasant 
Avenue across Milburn Street to the Maine Central Rail-
road, as laid out by the selectmen on petition of several 
citizens, with bounds and admeasurements in accordance 
with their written return thereof now on file with the 
town clerk. 
31st, To see if the town will accept an extension of 
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Mt. Pleasant Avenue westerly from the Maine Central 
Railroad to intersect with Mill Street near the old paper 
mill, as laid out by the selectmen on petition of A. E. 
Bisson and others, with bounds and admeasurements in 
accordance with their written return thereof now on file 
with the town clerk. 
32nd, To see if the town will accept an extension of 
Jewett Street westerly from Madison Street to the trot-
ting park, as laid out by the selectmen on petition of 
William Jewett and others, with bounds and admeasure-
ments in accordance with their written return thereof 
now on file with the town clerk. 
33rd, To see if the town will vote to extend Madi-
son Street sewer from its present terminus near the North 
line of Greenwood's lot to the top of Cold Brook hill, or 
to a point opposite the house occupied by Norris Cleve-
land on "Madison Street. 
34th, To see what instructions the town will give 
the Town Treasurer in regard to collecting unpaid sewer 
assessments. 
The Selectmen give notice that they will be in session 
for the purpose of revising and correcting the list of voters 
on Saturday, March 5th LS<>8, at two o'clock in the after-
noon. 
Given under our hands at Skowhegan, this twenty-
sixth day of February, A. D. 1898. 
L. C. EMERY, ( Selectmen 
R. F . PARKER,- of 
GEO. L. NAY, | Skowhegan. 
